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Private Cecil Allan Thrasher 
 

     Cecil Allan THRASHER, son of John 

THRASHER and Jane DENNISON, was born on 24 

Jan 1893 on their farm near Forester's Falls.  His father 

was of the third generation of Thrashers in Westmeath 

Twp., and his mother was born in Wilberforce Twp.  His 

parents were farming in Westmeath Twp., after they 

married but moved to Ross Twp., by 1885.  There were 

at least 10 children from this union and Allan was the 

second youngest. Local families his siblings married into 

include Rollins and Reilly.1 

     Allan Thrasher enlisted on May 8, 1916 at Sault Ste. 

Marie.  His occupation is listed as farmer.  He was 23 

years old, 5' 6" tall and 150 lbs.  He was described as 

having a dark complexion, blue eyes, and dark hair.  His         Image 1: Pte. Cecil Allan Thrasher3 

next of kin was his mother in Forester's Falls.2            

     Pte. Allan Thrasher embarked at Halifax for Liverpool on Apr 10, 1917.  He was transferred 

to the 102nd Battalion in France on Aug 22, 1917 and joined the field on Sep 15, 1917.2 He was 

killed just over a month later, in action, on Oct 30, 1917 at Ypres, Belgium.2,3,4  The 

circumstance of death registers did not survive beyond “S” in the alphabet, and there is no 

notation in the military file as to the circumstances of death.  However, we do know from 

historical records that the Third Battle of Ypres, also known as the Battle of Passchendaele was 

taking place at that time.  Pte. Thrasher was buried in Tyne Cot Cemetery at West-Vlaanderen, 

Belgium.3,4,5 The Tyne Cot Cemetery is now the resting-place of nearly 12,000 soldiers of the 

Commonwealth Forces, the largest number of burials of any Commonwealth cemetery of either 

world war. 

     A gravestone was also erected in Pte. Thrasher’s honor at Ross Presbyterian Cemetery.6 His 

name is commemorated on the Ross Township WWI Memorial Tablet.7 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
   Image 2: Gravestone at Tyne Cot Cemetery3                      Image 3:  Ross Township Memorial Tablet7 
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Image 4:  Commonwealth War Graves Commission Certificate4 
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