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Lance Sergeant John William ‘Jack’ Gemmill 

 

L/Sgt. Jack Gemmill, son of William James Gemmill and Margaret Mary McElgrew, was born 

on 17 May 1920 in Bromley Twp., Ontario.  He was the 3rd  child of 7 siblings, two older girls 

died in infancy.  His siblings who lived into adulthood were Isabelle Dunlop, Pat, Wally and Ray1. 

Jack enlisted in into the army in 1942 and served with The Black Watch 

(Royal Highland’s Regiment) from 1942-19452.  The Black Watch is the 

oldest highland regiment in Canada.  In WWII, the Regiment first saw action 

at Dieppe, 19 August 1942.  When the Second World War finally came to an 

end in 1945, the Black Watch 2nd Division (Royal Highland Regiment) of 

Canada returned home and was disbanded on 30 November 19453.  Jack 

was a driver of a Bren Gun Carrier2.   

While in service, Jack married Joan Irene Stone on 15 Apr 1944 in St. Mary’s 

Church, Mortlake Parish, England4. Joan was born on 10 Mar 1922 in 

Barnes, England1.  
                  Pic 1:  A young soldier2 

Pic 2:  Jack & Joan’s wedding2  Pic 3: Jack & Joan in England2 

In Feb 1945, Jack was seriously injured in his arm and shoulder, and 

appeared on the Army casualty list on Mar 28, 1945, a member from 

the regiment of Quebec.  He was flown to a hospital in Canada in 

June of 19452.   
              Pic 4: Wedding announcement4 

An article from the Ottawa Journal announces that 25 Ottawa area War Brides will arrive in 

Halifax on April 5, 1946 aboard the Ile de France5. Joan Irene Gemmill was one of those War 

Brides and finally able to re-unite with her husband. 

Following the war, Jack was unable to take up farming on the family farm due to his injuries.  He 

served as Cobden Post Master1 from 1950-1964 and later was employed as a truck driver. He 

was an avid golfer and curler, and was a founding member of Cobden Curling Club6.   Jack 

manufactured a special arm support with a hook to attach his broom when delivering a rock to 

compensate for his arm injury. 
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Pic 5: Opening of Cobden Curling Club6 

     
       Pic 6:  Jack Gemmill delivering curling stone7 

Jack was a founding member8 of Cobden Branch 550, Royal Canadian Legion and served as 

secretary on the charter executive. Jack was also awarded a lifetime membership9. 

Pic 7:  Jack Gemmill, Cobden Legion member2 

 

 

 

 

 

                                   Pic 8: Jack Gemmill receiving plaque              

         commemorating D-Day10 
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Pic 9:  Jack Gemmill, Legion Member11 Pic 10:  Jack Gemmill marching with Black Watch Regiment10 

    
Pic 12:  Three remaining charter members of Cobden Legion:  

Harold Robinson, John Stavenow, Jack Gemmill11 

 

 

 

 

 

Pic 11:  Jack Gemmill laying wreath10 
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Jack & Joan celebrated their 50th Anniversary in 1994.  A lovely tribute to them was published in 

the Cobden Sun.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pic 13:  50th Anniversary Newspaper 

clipping12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WW II Enlisted Men & Women of Whitewater Region  
 

 

L/Sgt. John William Gemmill – April 2022  Compiled by Fay Bennett 

5 
 

Joan was active in the Cobden Legion Ladies Auxiliary.  

 

Pic 14:  Cobden Legion Ladies Auxiliary 25th Anniversary.  Receiving 25-year pins are Bk: Elizabeth Kohlsmith, 

Carmell Pope, Phyllis Adrain, Rita Dobson & Carolyn McDonald.  Ft: Betty McCready, Lena Dagenais, Joan Gemmill 

& Edith Schauer11 

 

 

Jack died on 7 Jan 2010 in Renfrew 

aged 89, and was buried in Cobden 

Union Cemetery10. Joan died later 

that year on 14 Aug 2010 in Renfrew, 

aged 88, and was buried along side 

her husband of 66 years.  Four 

daughters survive:  Sandra, Gloria, 

Shelley & Debbie. 

 

 

Pic 15:  Joan & Jack Gemmill13 
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Pic 16:  Gravestone, Cobden Union Cemetery14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special thanks to the Gemmill family for 

supplying information on their dad Jack 

Gemmill. 
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