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Private Herbert Joseph Tuffy 

Pte. Herbert Joseph TUFFY, son of Edward TUFFY and Ellen SHIELDS, was born on 8 

Nov 1884 in Cobden, Ontario. He was the 7th of 11 children (3 died in infancy).  Herbert’s father 

Edward was a businessman and community builder in Cobden.  Herbert attended high school in 

Renfrew as there as no high school in Cobden at the time.  Students travelled by train to get to 

school.1 

     At the time of enlistment on 

Feb 26, 1918 in Kingston, 

Ontario, Pte. Herbert Tuffy was 

33 years, 3 months old.  He was 

5’ 5” tall, weighed 130 lbs., had 

blue eyes and black hair.  His 

trade was listed as general 

business which would also have 

been his father’s occupation.  He 

enlisted into the 1st Depot Bn, 

Eastern Ontario Regiment, 

Canadian Expeditionary Force.2   

     Unfortunately, he never had 

Image 1:  Herbert Tuffy7
   an 

opportunity to leave Canada.  He contacted the Spanish 

influenza, an epidemic at the time, and was admitted to 

the Edmonton Isolation Hospital from the Troop Train of 

the Canadian Siberian Expeditionary Force on Oct 19, 

1918.  He died of pneumonia on Oct 26, 1918 in 

Edmonton, Alberta just 8 months after enlistment.2   

     Pte. Herbert Tuffy was buried in his home church 

cemetery – St. Pius V Roman Catholic Cemetery, 

Osceola.  He was serving in the 259th Battalion Canadian 

Infantry at the time.4,5   

     His name is also commemorated on the plaque for the 

original Memorial Hall1 and Cobden Legion’s WWI 

Honour Roll plaque.8 

     Pte. Tuffy’s mother was the recipient of his medals 

and the memorial cross.  The plaque and scroll usually 

presented to fathers of WWI casualties went to his 

father.2 

 

 

 

 

 

                        

Image 2:  Death Announcement9 
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Image 4:  Gravestone, St. Pius V 

                R.C. Cemetery10 

 

 

 

 
        

 

           Image 3:  Commonwealth War Graves Certificate5  
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