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Pte. John Alexander Robertson 

Pte. John Alexander Robertson, son of John Robertson and Elizabeth 

Wood, was born on 4 Nov 1886 in Glasgow, Lanark, Scotland. He had 

at least two siblings in Canada.  Elizabeth, Mrs. Clifton Henry O’Brien 

of Westmeath Twp., and Margaret, Mrs. Hugh Shields of Westmeath 

Twp1.  I have not found the family unit in the Ontario census.  John 

listed his occupation as labourer when he enlisted2. 

Pte. Robertson enlisted on Jun 11, 1915, in his 29th year, at Niagara 

Falls, Ontario.  He served with the 37th Bn (Manitoba Regiment), CEF.  

In August of 1917 he was admitted to hospital in London with a 

gunshot wound to his face and gas poisoning after which he returned 

to duty.  He was posted to the 87th Canadian Battalion when killed in 

action on died 2 Sep 1918, during the 2nd Battle of Arras in France2.  

“When near the ‘jumping off’ trench during an attack on enemy 

positions Southwest of Dury, he was wounded by shrapnel and 

evacuated to the Field Ambulance where he succumbed to multiple 

wounds.”3  In the first four days of September, Canadian casualties 

amounted to 5,600 men4.  In another 2 months he would have 

reached the age of 32.  Pte. John Alexander Robertson was buried in 

Arras, Pas de Calais, France, at Faubourg d'Amiens Military 

Cemetery5,6.  

It is not often that we are able to read of a soldier’s war life from their 

own words.  Pte. Robertson’s sister Margaret received a letter which 

she placed in The Renfrew Mercury. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pic 17: Letter from Pte. Robertson to his sister Margaret. 
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Pic 36:  Commonwealth War Graves Certificate 

 

 

Pic 28: Obituary of Pte. Robertson 
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Pic 49:  First World War Book of Remembrance for Pte. John Alexander Robertson 
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