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Private James Samuel Patterson 
 
Pte. James Samuel Patterson, son of David Patterson and Jane Elizabeth Wilson, was born on 
28 Dec 1890 at Greenwood, Ontario.  He was towards the middle of the family of at least 10 
children.1 At the age of 24 years, 8 months, he enlisted into the 77th Battalion, Canadian 
Expeditionary Force on Aug 12, 1915 at Smith’s Falls, Ontario.  He listed his occupation as 
farmer.  He was 5’ 6” with grey eyes and brown hair.  He weighed 145 lbs.2  His father had 
passed in 1912. 
He was transferred overseas on Oct 22, 1915 and on Mar 14, 1916 departed for France with the 
21st Battalion. He sustained a gunshot wound to the left thigh on Oct 4, 1916 and was moved to 
the No. 4 Canadian Field Ambulance.  He returned to action and on Dec 29, 1916, ( one day 
after his 26th birthday), Pte. Patterson was reported missing and later for official purposed 
presumed to have died at Bully Grenay, Pas de Calais, France.  His body was never recovered.2,3  
His name is engraved on the Canadian National Vimy Memorial at Vimy, Pas de Calais, France.4,5  
He is also honored on the War Memorial in Beachburg7, Westmeath8 and Pembroke.  The 
British War Medal, Victory Medal, Plaque (Dead Man’s Penny), Scroll and Memorial Cross were 
sent to his mother, Mrs. Jane Wilson.6 
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