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Private Willie Neil 

Pte. William Ernest Neil, son of Richard William Neil and Mary Cowie, was born on 9 Oct 1896 

in Cobden. Another name found for William was William Orr Neil and he signed his name Willie.  

Willie was the 3rd youngest of 10 children.  Some would remember his sister, Miss Emma Neil, 

who lived in Cobden all her life.1 

Willie enlisted into the Canadian Infantry on August 23, 1917 at Ottawa.  He was 20 years, 10 

months of age; 5’ 10” tall and 156 lbs with brown eyes and red hair.  He gave his occupation as 

‘Chauffeur’.2 Pte. Neil served in the 1st Depot Bn, Eastern Ontario Regiment and later the 2nd Bn, 

Canadian Infantry in France.3  He served a full year and 1 week when Pte. Neil sustained 

gunshot wounds to the abdomen and thighs in action on 30 Aug 1918 and was taken to No. 45 

Casualty Clearing Station where he died of wounds that same day near Arras, Pas de Calais, 

France, aged 21 years 10 months.3,4   He was buried in the Bac-Du-Sud British Cemetery, 

Bailleulval, Pas de Calais, France.5,6,7  

Pte. Neil was awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal.  A Plaque & Scroll was presented to 

his father and the Memorial Cross to his mother.3 Pte. Neil’s name is commemorated on the 

original Cobden Memorial Plaque and his parents’ gravestone in Cobden Union Cemetery.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image 1:  Pte. W Neil gravemarker7 
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