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Private William Anderson Ferrier 

     Sapper William Anderson FERRIER, son of David FERRIER and Jane Amelia 

CHEAPE, was born on 19 Jan 1893 in Leith, Edinburgh, Scotland.  The circumstances have not 

been discovered but William embarked on his journey to Canada on Apr 29, 1905 with 102 

children under the care of the Quarrier’s Home for orphaned children.  He was 12 at the time.  

He was later sent from the Quarrier’s Home in Brockville to live with and work on the Howison 

farm near Pembroke, Ontario.  He was still living in the household of William Kennedy 

Howison and his wife Emma Fraser Davis at the time of the 1911 census.1 

     William Ferrier enlisted into the 21st Battalion, Canadian Infantry on Dec 29, 1914 at 

Kingston, Ontario.  He was 21 years, 11 months and listed his occupation as farmer.  He was 

described as 5' 6 1/2" tall and having a fair complexion, grey eyes, and reddish-brown hair.  He 

arrived in England on May 15, 1915 and embarked for France on Sep 14, 1915.  The following 

February, he was transferred to 3rd Tunnelling Company, Canadian Engineers on Feb 7, 1916. 

Over the three years in the field, he attended health services a 

number of times for illnesses including influenza, bronchitis, and 

trench feet.2 

     Sapper William Anderson Ferrier died at age 25 years while 

performing his duties.  The Circumstances of Death Register States:  

"Died (Accidental Injuries) 

He was working on dugout at Kemmelhof and while engaged 

at the face at 7 am, Jun 21, 1918 was buried by the 

breakaway set collapsing.  He died before he could be dug 

out.”3 

His next of kin was listed as his Uncle William Ferrier in Leith, 

Scotland, so one would expect that he had some communication 

with family in his homeland.3, 

     He was buried in the nearby Royal West Surrey Cemetery that 

same day. In early January 1922 his remains were exhumed when 

that cemetery was emptied and reburied in the Bertenacre Military 

Cemetery, Fletre, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France.2,4,5,6  

     His sacrifice is also commemorated on the Greenwood Methodist 

Church Memorial Tablet.7 

The Perth Courier published 

a heart wrenching letter 

addressed to W.K. Howison 

from Spr. William Ferrier’s 

Captain.8 
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