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Captain William Joseph Egan

William Joseph EGAN, oldest son of Daniel EGAN and Mary
Ann DEVINE, was born on 28 Mar 1881 in Bromley Township.
He had 9 siblings and two brothers also served in WWI — Pte.
Michael Joseph Egan and Pte. John Francis Egan. He worked on

railway construction.t

Capt. William Joseph Egan enlisted Jan 4, 1917 in Ottawa, as
captain at age 35. According to his Attestation papers, William
Joseph Egan was described as 5’ 8” tall, weighing 180 1bs. Capt.
Egan served with 257" Bn, 7" Canadian Railway Troops, CEF.?3
Capt. Egan died 4 months after enlistment on May 4, 1917 in Ypres,
age 36, in the field in France®**°. The circumstances of death

states:

“Killed in Action about 8:30 am on May 4, 1917 whilst
proceeding by a short cut along a sunken path by the

Yser Canal, in the course of his duties, he was instantly

killed by an enemy high-explosive shell which landed close
by him, a short distance from the Yser Canal Bridge.®
Capt. Egan was buried at Vlamertinghe Military Cemetery, Vlamertinghe, Belgium.®® His
sacrifice is also commemorated on the Cobden Legion WWI Honour Roll,*° the original Cobden
Memorial Hall’s WWI Plaque and the Bromley Township War Memorial'!.

‘; m AIN w" EﬁAN Capt. Egan’s medals were sent to Mrs. Winnifred Quinn
L]

(his sister). His father received the plaque and scroll
KILLED IN ACTION

provided to fathers of WWI casualties?.
Prother of Mrs. W. J. Quinn,

Frfth Ave., Went Overseas
With Construction Unit.

Mrs. W. J. Quinn., Fifth Avenue,
has recelved word thatt her brother,
Captain Willlam Egan, who went

overseas with Lhut‘.-Col. Lawrence
Martin's construction battalion, has
been killed in action, while with a
fighting unit to which.he was trans-
ferred on arrival in England.

The afficer who pald the supreme
sacrifice was a native of Cobden,
Ont., and was well known as a suc-
cesaful rallway contractor,

Two brothers are at the front and
Pte. Joseph Quinn, another brother,
!hl 'm,h the Mechanical .
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Image 2: The Perth Courier May 25, 19174

Cpt. William Joseph Egan
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Capt. Egan Killed In Action.

Capaln Willlam Egan, who went
loverseas with Lileup Col. Lawrence
Martin's construction battallon, hax
becen killed In sction. On arrival In
'England he transferred to a fighting
'unit and proceeded at once to the
front. Capt, Egan, who was well known
(in the Ottawa Valley, was a sucecssinl
‘raflroad contractor, He wasx o natlve
,of Cobden, Ont. A sister, Mra, W, J.
[Quinn, resides In Ottaws, and a hro-
ther, Pte. Joseph Quinn, Is attached to
the Mechanical Transport at Otiawi.
Two brothers are at the front.
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Image 3: Killed in Action®
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How Capt. Egan Met Death.

— ——

Pembroke Observer : Mr. Daniel Egan,
of Cobden, has received from Capt. (Rev, )
J, R, O'Gorman, who went ovemeas a3
chaplain_ witlt the 267th Railway Con.

. struction battalion, a letter giving
particulars regarding tho death of his son,
 the late Inmented Capt. W. J. Lgan,
Father O'Gorman gays that he was killed
instantly on the morning of May 4th, by
a chanceshell, Ho wae in  dried-up canal
at the time, with another ofticer (who
nleo died a couple of days later), fnspect-
ing a place for a bridge. A piece of shell
penetrated his heart, but ho was i no
way digtigured.  The pluce where the fu-
tality  ocevtrred wns not  considered
dangerous—rather otherwise,~ The two
oflicers were alone at the time, but some
artitlery  men were witneeses  of  the
tragedy.  The oflicer whowas with Capt.
Egnu nt the timo war a Lient. McDougall,
of British Columbin, but whether he is
one of the Qttawa Valloy MeDougally i
not known.  Capt. O’Gorinan  states in
his letter that he reached the point whoere
the battalion was'stationed only on the
ovening of the day Capt. Fgan met deathy
haviog beon with another battation. e
pays that ©* Will was a univemal favorite
and the wholo battalion feels his lows
keenly,!” Caply, O'Gonpan pays warm
tribute to his Christian qualitice and says
it wang happiness for him to bo presont at
the funeral,  All the officers of tha bat-
talion and a detachment of the men from
hie own company  were présent.  Father
O'Gorman colobiated the funoral mass in
the chapel of aformer convont, and then
the bhody was carrled to the grave on the
shoualders of six captning between drawn-
up ranks,  ** He liee at rest,” tha letter
continues, 'in a military cemetery beside
n ruined clinech, among thoso wim like
him died at the post of duty,”  IFather
O'Gortman expresses to his father and the
member of the family the syimpathy of
himsoll and the ofliceis of the battalion,
raying that-he and Col., Martin, hnving
v known Wl for yeam and realizine what
ho wae to those at home, muet feel his
loes for many a day. *“‘Ho was," the
Jettor eentinues, “cut off in hisn prime,
but fp wus a fitting end to a splendid lifo,
«He leaves belbind him a heet of friends
-who will long remember hin beautiful

«charactor.  And, altor "all; what do afow |

_years more or less in this world matter
«compared with the splondid act of sull-
vaacrtfico with which fua name will' over
Lo aesociated 7" . :

Image 4: Letter to father'?

Cpt. William Joseph Egan

Photo courtesy of Marg Liessens
Photo fournie gracieusement par Marg Liessens

Image 5: Grave marker — Capt. W. L. Egan®
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Image 6: Cobden Legion WWI Honour Rol
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Lastman. Clifford John 38" Bn.
Pastman.Gustave Carl 50+ Bn.
Hastman.ivar L. S5+ Bu.
Easlon, Harry. 28+ Bn.
Faslon, John. -¥y+*Bn.
Lastwoad , Arthur Roland. 12~ P,

Lastaleod, Henry Knight., 06~ Bn,
Castelood, lerbert Jolm. 4°C M R,
Faslwood, James Herbert 15 Ba
Faton , Archibald Fenton. M‘Bdm C.EA

Faton, Arthuy. O*Bn,
Faton Damlbmc\rcnbonbm LA,
Eaten, Frederick Peter. * Ban.
Eaton, Harold Walkey . 9 Bn.

. Ealn.jaifray . “4*C.M.R.
Faton ,John Normis. A3
Eaton, Carl. S‘C MR,
Laton, Roy. s, Bn.

. Eaton Themas Aldean . 3B

Faton ,Walter Lanerson; M. M49"&|.
lnwn JWilkicun Thansas .

Faves, Thomas, M M. -' -Bn.
Foat William Robo.n * Ba,
Fecles, Albeat Ihrd 31+ Bo.
f.cdﬁd s, m 13"&,

eckes,

Fecles, Gcorqc Harold. 87'5!1
Bcck,s A*C.MR.

Ict‘ h Faalond. 50 i
hckford m:aar Hewry, 6'M£caq
Vcobichen, Sidnesy J. ‘5 Bn

Eden . Albert, 23+ Ba.

Lddie,Charles
TR
‘dgar, s e G
Fdqar, t. 1> Ba.
Edge, james <43~ Bn,
Fdge , Scamuel. 42~Bn.
Fdqge Warls Alfred. G*M.G.Couy.
Edlgers, {amr:.\m Licum, 2~Bn.
L. Louis Stanle) S0 Bn.
¥ dalc;k Erncst 1 loud' 24+Bn,
Latiss, Wilham G ' 78*Bn.
I'dmed, Alfred. 2 *Bn.

I'dmond , Richard Fdward. 102~ Bn.
Ednionds John. 3 .
Ldmonds [homas,
Ectmondson, Jawes Henpy, D.C MB:
“bn.
Eamuands, llarry James. 4 CM.R.
Famunds ,Roy Alberl,D.C. M 5 Bn
Edmundson, William. 26 EBn

Easall,Victor Lawrence:. I‘) B:L
Edualards , Albert .

Ldwards, Aifred John. -!-I‘Dn.
Edtelards, Davhd. 15* B,
Lawards , Arnold : M M 102~ P,

Fawards, Arthir Leonard 12 M GCoy.
Fawards, Actiur Stanlesy. 13+ Hn
cbhwlards . Charles 7 Bn

tAnkmu,Chn stophicer Irancis. 57 Bn.

}'.dvards Bdvelard Erncst. 10" Bn
Edwlards, Ernest . 54+ B
Fawards Fred Christopher.  1°Ba.
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Latwlards . George” 1* Siege B!

. Lawards, Gilbert. M .C. g»s‘:"
Fawards , Glenfoed . 6*Bde.C.T A
Edwards , arry. S*Bde.C.EA
dwiards , Howard . 7+ Ba.
Lasiards , Johe, Ad4Br.
Edwards . joseph. y “4'C.M.R.,
Fdwards Joseph Phimsoll.  I<Fld.Coy.
Edwlards lesbe [ewhs Cocil.  74%Bn.
F.dﬂards.mt: S0+Ba,
Fdwlards , Robxr! 2*Tun. Coy.
Fawards, Stuart. 10*Bn.
I'awards ,Thomas Lenton. 34Bn,
Fdwards , Walter. 19+ Bn.
Eawards , William . M‘Rﬂql\’:i
Ldwlards , William james 1*Amm, Sub.)
Lehy, 3 +Bde C.EA.
:.&: ,smnln:g-:ml MM 6‘3‘;

mocr
I an St TR
n» i
l..qellzon )\Ibe:'{ﬂlesi:y 18 *Bn.
X Charles Alfrod. 4z~nn.
Ehy clc Louu. 50*Ba.
Lidt Wilfred Read. 1 Buy.
Elcuns, Jotss Ddlesy 0oy
f'.lam'.kaznmld' Georege: 314Ba.
Fidexkin,lestie J: M. M. 1B
Elderkin, St, Clair. =Ba,
l;.!d_cra.’ﬁmus Herbaa't. 'sl:'hl
= JHoery. ~Bn.
Fmdqe cenes Harvesy. %:g:
ctra.
“ldrbdqe glilbamcamqe D.C.Mm?g
Elford, Robert Frnest.. 24°Bn.
El!‘ord.S!mnln; 3 Bn.
fliot Taone! If 75*Bn.
uk.nqlon [} rick . 58*EBn.
Elkins, Herbext . i8+*EBn
¥ikins Willicun Harold. 210 * Bn,
Ellard, Jean . ~C. MR,
Ellerker Oo«lon 149+ Bn.
eyl
3 ord on'
:_lhot l"'l.lm ry MSg.‘BlL
ot Jomnes Hmrveq ., Coy.
Elhott | Archibald
ST i 29COAR.
Elliold , Cecil Arthuar. 14+Bo
EDiolL ,Charles. 2~ Ba.
Eg: u.'g:“qo'nh ton. 14 M%.wm
oLt Gearge. 1. 144M.G
Elliott,George )b:.?l:rrd 45"Bn.
F:liolk, Hami wn Farle. 85*Bn.
f.Aliott Harold Alton. 26 Bru
Elliolt James, I5*M.G.
K ¥y 24, M
John Erwin. 2 Fid Amb,
John M¢ Creary. REC.(L. S.1L)
[ eoncrd Gordon. SO*Bn.

Iihiott , Leonard William. 24%Bn
Liliott , Lorne Burton. A4G+En.

Image 7: Capt. W. J. Egan in The Book of Remembrance®

Cpt. William Joseph Egan
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