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Captain William Joseph Egan 

     William Joseph EGAN, oldest son of Daniel EGAN and Mary 

Ann DEVINE, was born on 28 Mar 1881 in Bromley Township.  

He had 9 siblings and two brothers also served in WWI – Pte. 

Michael Joseph Egan and Pte. John Francis Egan.  He worked on 

railway construction.1  

     Capt. William Joseph Egan enlisted Jan 4, 1917 in Ottawa, as 

captain at age 35.  According to his Attestation papers, William 

Joseph Egan was described as 5’ 8” tall, weighing 180 lbs. Capt. 

Egan served with 257th Bn, 7th Canadian Railway Troops, CEF.2,3 

Capt. Egan died 4 months after enlistment on May 4, 1917 in Ypres, 

age 36, in the field in France2,3,4,5.  The circumstances of death 

states: 

 “Killed in Action about 8:30 am on May 4, 1917 whilst 

proceeding by a short cut along a sunken path by the                Image 1:  Capt. W. J. Egan7  

Yser Canal, in the course of his duties, he was instantly  

killed by an enemy high-explosive shell which landed close  

by him, a short distance from the Yser Canal Bridge.6           

     Capt. Egan was buried at Vlamertinghe Military Cemetery, Vlamertinghe, Belgium.8,9  His 

sacrifice is also commemorated on the Cobden Legion WWI Honour Roll,10  the original Cobden 

Memorial Hall’s WWI Plaque and the Bromley Township War Memorial11. 

     Capt. Egan’s medals were sent to Mrs. Winnifred Quinn 

(his sister).  His father received the plaque and scroll 

provided to fathers of WWI casualties2. 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      

 

 

 

 

 

Image 2:  The Perth Courier May 25, 19174                             Image 3:  Killed in Action5 
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  Image 5:  Grave marker – Capt. W. L. Egan8 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Image 4: Letter to father12    Image 6:  Cobden Legion WWI Honour Roll10 
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Image 7: Capt. W. J. Egan in The Book of Remembrance23 
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