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Private Wilbert Drynan

Image 1: Pte: Wilbert Drynan®
with the 130", 12", 38" Battalions and was sent to the field on Nov
15, 1916. OnJan 27, 1917, he was admitted to hospital care with a
diagnosis of diphtheria, but returned to the field on Feb 17, 1917.2

Pte. Wilbert DRYNAN, son of Alexander DRYNAN
and Hannah MCLAREN, was born on 2 May 1893 in
Bromley Twp. He was the second youngest of 7 children, a
number of whom lived in Cobden. They were Wm who
died in childhood, Mary Jane (Wm Angus), Alexander,
Robert and Charles all of Bromley Twp., & Cobden. James

lived in South Porcupine.t

Wilbert enlisted into the 38™ Battalion of the Canadian
Infantry — Eastern Ontario Regiment on Jan 19, 1916 in
Pembroke. He was 22 years, 8 months, had blue eyes and
brown hair and was 5’ 10” weighing 175 lbs. He listed his

occupation as farmer.?
Pte. Drynan embarked at

Halifax, heading to Liverpool

aboard the S.S. Lapland on
Sept 23, 1916. He served

He was re-admitted for diphtheria on Mar 23, 1917 and

recuperated. He later returned to service in England. However, he

did make it back to the field and was killed in action on Sept 2,
1918 at Dury, Pas De Calais, France aged 25.2456.7
According to the circumstances of death, he was

“Killed in Action

Whilst dressing wounds of a comrade during an advance on

Drocourt-Queant Line, on the morning of September 2",
1918, he was instantly killed by an enemy machine gun

bullet.””

The location was south of Dury. A newspaper article quoting a
member of his platoon stated he was dressing the wounds of a

German soldier at the time.®

Pte. Wilbert Drynan was buried in Dury Hill British Cemetery,
Dury, Pas De Calais, France.*® In August, 1918, Dury was behind

the German defence system known as the Drocourt-Queant line.

The story is told on the granite monument that stands at Dury Hill
Cemetery. “The Canadian Corps 100,000 strong attacked at Arras

on August 26th 1918. Stormed successive German lines and here

on September 2nd broke and turned the main German position on

the Western Front and reached the Canal du Nord.® Dury village

Pte. Wilbert Drynan

PRIVATE WILBERT DRYNAN
Killed.in Action.

To be b the thickest of the fray
for the pgreater part of 1wo years,
amd to escape unwounded, to recelve
the Military Médal for consplenous
braver, [n bhattle, amd to fall while
performing @ decidedly " humane A4et]
arey the digtinetions  and  honors
which will always follow the memory
of I'te, Wilhert Dirynan, son of Mr.
and Mra. Alexander Drynan of Waolf-
town, Ont.. who wax Killed in action
on September 2nd, 1918, accdrding to
an official report  received by hiy
purents a fow weeks ago.

I'te. Drynan, whose readineas to
obey his country’s eall can be partly
accounted for by the fuct that his
fither is & Fenlan Hald veteran. vol-
unteered hly services in January of
1916, and in less than nine months
was In  the treaches. He came
through practically all the heavy
fighting of 1917 up to Septtember of
118, Hig letters to hls parents were
always .bright and cheerful, and
though he spoke of being exposed to
constant  danger and of coming
through terrifie battles, yot he never
complained. Writing to Mrs. Drynan
after the death of her son Sergt. Gor-
man said Wiihert was always duti-
ful and always cheerful. In hours of
loneliness we often went to him for
encourngement; he never falled to
cheer ug up. It was from Sergt. Gor-
man that we learned also that Pte.
Drynan was shot through the breast
while rising from dressing the wounds
of a German sdidier, and that he had
previously recefved the Mlilitary
Medal for similar work In the face of
firce machine-gun flre. The sympa-
thy of the community goes out to
Mr. and Mrs. Drynan In the loss of
their dutiful son, who fell in his 24th
vear, und hope that they will find
comfort In his gallant life and self-
sacrificing death. Of few can It be
snid with mere truthfulness than of
P’te. Drynan that he died obeylng the
Divine Command: "Love your ene-
mies, bless them that curse you, do
zood to them that hate vou®

Image 2: Pte. Drynan obituary’
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and the hill just south of it were captured. The monument commemorating the fallen is a block
of white Quebec granite weighing about 15 tonnes.® Pte. Drynan’s name was also
commemorated on the original Memorial Hall tablet,* the Cobden Legion WWI plaque,'® and the
WWI Honour Roll of St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Cobden, Ontario.* His father received
the Plaque and Scroll presented to fathers of WWI casualties. His mother received his medals
Victory Medal, British War Medal, as well as the o AT
Memorial Cross?.

Image 4: Dury Monument®

Image 3: WWI & WWII Honour Roll,
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church'
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