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Private Ivan Henry ANDERSON 
 

     Ivan Henry ANDERSON, son of John Thomas ANDERSON and 

Elizabeth Mary LOWE, was born on 2 Mar 1923 in Cobden, Ontario.  

His father J. T. Anderson was a barber in the community.  Ivan was the 

3rd of five children – 4 boys and 1 girl.  His father grew up in 

Westmeath Twp., and his mother near Locksley.1 Ivan reached grade 8 

in his education and was considered an unskilled laborer.  His last two 

jobs prior to entering service were a 9-month employment at Wright-

Hargreaves Mine in Kirkland Lake and 2 months in a rolling mill in 

Welland, Ontario.2 

     At the age of 19 ½, Ivan Anderson enlisted into the 48th Highlanders 

on Sep 16, 1942 at Toronto.  His parents & brothers Lyndsay & Allan 

were living in Welland, ON at the time.  His brother Lyall was in               Image 1:  Ivan Anderson3 

Kirkland Lake and his sister Ora Gardiner was living in Toronto.  He was described as 5’ 10” 

tall, weighing 126 lbs.  He had blue eyes, medium complexion and brown hair.  His mother was 

listed as his beneficiary.2 

     Pte. Anderson disembarked in the UK on Mar 17, 1943 and later transferred to the Essex 

Scottish Regiment, Canadian Infantry.  He arrived in France for frontline duty on Jul 6, 1944.  It 

was just 15 days later that he was killed in action on 21 Jul 1944 near Caen, Calvados, 

Normandy, France.2  A newspaper article published in the Cobden Sun describes the circumstances 

of his death.4  He was 21 years, 3 months old.  Pte. Anderson was buried in Bretteville-sur-Laize, 

Calvados, Normandy, France (Bretteville-sur-Laize Canadian Military Cemetery, Bretteville-sur-

Laize, France).2,5,6,7   

      Pte. Anderson’s name is also engraved on The Welland-Crowland War Memorial.8   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Image 2:  Welland-Crowland War Memorial8 
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         Image 3: Death notice4        Image 5:  Commonwealth War Graves Commission Certificate6 

Image 4:  Gravestone of Pte. Anderson5 
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     Of approximately 60 young men from Whitewater Region who lost their lives, at least 6 are 

buried in Bretteville-sur-Laize Canadian Military Cemetery.  Gerald Garnnar Bromley died four 

days later.  Wesley Clayton Davidson died exactly one month later; and three men died on Aug 

14, 1944 – Wm Thomas Blackmore, Warrington Thomas Foy and Kenneth George Thompson. 
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Additional information and photographs would be greatly appreciated. 
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