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Mr. J. F. Hanna
2138 Florence Street,
Vancounver, B. C.

Good Morning, Cousin ‘Joe’-

and thanks for your letter of the 30th August.  I’m
delighted to hear from you, and to have your co-operation.  This
latter means so much, since I find very few of our relations seem
to care about genealogical matters.. To them the past is buried
as they hurry the treadmill of existence into the future.

I am sending you a checking copy of my findings to date
which I feel sure will open your memory to many contacts and
events in earlier years, and, I hope, will enable you to correct
anything that appears wrong, and to supply bits of information to
make the record complete.

My first re-action to your letter was the youthfulness of
the handwriting, and when I discovered that you are now 75, I
must compliment you upon the vigor of your writing.

I have an old record written on foolscap paper of the births
of the children of James & Rachel Francis, prepared, I think, by
some strolling penman, showing the date, day and hour of birth...
a matter of very fine detail.  In this record the name of your
mother is spelled ‘Christianna’... I observe that you spell it
‘Christianne’ which also changes the pronouncation.  I accept
your spelling as being correct

As you will see on page 12, I have no information about your
brothers and sisters, except that William Hanna has a son at Port
Carlin, Ont.  I have written to him twice but have had no answer. 
Can you not undertake to get the history of your brothers and
sister?
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The mistake I made was in not being more active in this
matter when ‘Aunt Rachel’ (Page 14) was alive.  I started this
matter in the early 1900's, but got absorbed in my first business
venture and forgot it.  Many of the other older antecedents were
alive then.  Now I realize that if the information is to obtained
I must have the immediate co-operation of those who can supply
it.

If you know my father, you no doubt know his elder brother,
‘A. V.’ (Arthur VanCamp Francis).  By the way, he is still
living, a retired, or rather pensioned, Episcopal Rector at
Edina, Mo. US.A-- he is 85 now.  I hear from him occasionally...
in his last letter, when telling him about the trip my wife and
daughter made into Canada this summer calling on the relations at
Toronto, Quebec and Montreal, and stopping off at Renfrew (where
father and he were born), I mentioned some people he ought to
know, but couldn’t place and came back saying, “I guess I’m
getting goofy!”

I must tell you a ‘good one’ on him.... years ago when I
sent him a list of all his aunts and uncles he wrote back saying
I was wrong about his having an Aunt Christianna... he had
evidently forgotten all about her, even though she was 12 years
younger than his father, Samuel Francis.  Now I’ve something to
show him in the Hanna family line.

Going back to the check sheets I am sending: I’ve never been
able to find anything about Margaret Francis than that she
married a man by the name of Best.  His first name or initials
could not be supplied, nor where they lived.  Do you know more
information can be secured... are not children of this union?

  You will note Mary Muldoon.. Daughter of Jane Francis
married a Mr. Best...his name is incomplete.  It was ‘Maggie’
Muldoon that lived with Aunt Rachel, and was with her when she
died, and who sent me some of the old letters and records I have,
among which is the birth record of Grandfather Samuel Francis,
done by a fancy penman, on which the name is spelled FRANCES.

We need more information on page 5... the descendants of
Mary Francis and Eli Haskins

You will note that the James Francis descendents cover pages
6, 7, 8, 9 and 10.
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Of the Elisha Francis family, Allan farming 400 acres
outside of Renfrew is the only one now living

As far as I can determine the only Francis’ to come to the
States belong to the Samuel and James families... that is, of the
branch under review.

My brother lives in Los Angeles, Calif., and my sister in
Newark, N. J.  I’ve written you ‘A.V’s’ address and his family
all live in the South.

The widow of William Francis, Mrs. Ora Hinshaw Francis,
lives at Sheridan, Oregon.  (Page 7)

Mrs. Lillian Francis Gee, lives at Philomath, Ore.

Mrs. Nora Whittaker Lewis, page 6, lives at or near Salem,
Ore.

Mrs. Walter Burnett, State Hospital, Salem, Ore

And other members of that gang live in the northwestern
states.

I hope I’ve not tired you with all this information, and
that you will bit by bit supply the information that is missing

I’m sorry that it is not possible to sit down and talk this
and other matters over with you, for I enjoy meeting with the
‘clan’.

I neglected to say that by way of strange co-incidence my
wife’s mother was born at Perth, not far as you know from Renfrew
where father was born.  She belongs to the MacDonalds.

Cordially

Edgar A. Francis
E. A. Francis

Ed.Note: Created from Edgar’s file copy which did not have the letterhead or signature
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